AMENDED CCNSTTIUnON 
OF THE 

NATIVE VILLAGE OF TANANA 
PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the sovereign Native village of Tanana, in order to 
establish a more perfect tribal government, to preserve and exercise the 
Tribe's inherent sovereign rights and powers, to conserve and develop tribal 
lands and resources pursuant to tribal law and custom and Federal law, and 
to establish justice, make for ourselves this Amended Constitution by 
authority of the Act of June 18, 1934, as amended by the Acts of June 15, 
1935, and May 1, 1936. 


ARTICLE I. NAME 

This Tribe shall be called the "Native Village of Tanana." 

ARTICLE II. HERITOR? AND JURISDICTION 

The jurisdiction of the Native Village of Tanana shall consist of all Indian 
Country in the vicinity of the Native Village of Tanana to the full extent 
permitted by federal and tribal law and as defined by tribal ordinance. 

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. - First Members . All persons whose names are on the list of 

Native residents, made according to the Instructions of the Secretary of the 
Interior for organization in Alaska, shall be members of the Tribe. 

Section 2. - children of Members . All children of tribal members shall be 
members of the tribe. 

Section 3. - Loss of Membership . Any tribal member may relinquish his or 
her membership in writing. Membership may also be taken away for good 
reason by the Tribal Council, pursuant to an Enrollment Ordinance adopted in 
accordance with the provisions of this Article. 

Section 4. - New Membership . Any person who has lost his or her membership, 
and any other Native person who sets up a heme in the Village, may be made a 
tribal member upon such terms and conditions as may be established pursuant 
to an Enrollment Ordinance adopted in accordance with the provisions of this 
Article. 



K arrf Rnrollment Rules. The Tribal Council shall adept 

gf1gato^?* 5S b StStor^tuiW -ag- procedures forMtaaship and 
enrollment, cemsistent with the provisions of this Amended constitution. 

ARTICLE IV. GOVERNING BODY 

Section 1. tHv«1 Council and Offioers. The govemijig body ° f the Native 
Village of Tanana shall be known as the Tanana Tribal Cornell. Tbe Tribal 
qxmsS. shall consist of a Chairman and six (6) other members, all of vjhan 
shall be entitled to vote. The seven Council members shall be elected 
directly by the voters. The Tribal Council shall itself each year elect a 
Chairman, a Vice Chairman and a Secretary from its members. 

Section 2. BUtfWU a- Any enrolled member «>• 

years of age or older, shall be qualified to seek and ^ld ®emben^ 

Tribal Council, provided that he or she has been living in the Village f 
at least six months directly preceding the election. 

Section 3. Term . Council members shall be elected, by secret hal lcfe, f or 
terms of two (2) years. The terms of the Osuncil manbers^shall be staggered 
as follows: At the first general election following the adoptio n > of t his 

i^rvwi ooratitution, the voters shall elect three (3) Council vabexs far 
cne-vear term and four (4) Council members for two-year terms. Thereafter, 
at each annual general election the voters shall elect three (3) Ocunc 
members or four (4) Council members, as appropriate, for two-year terms* 
Each C^rrril member shall serve until his or her success or has been elected 

and seated. 

Section 4. council Meetings . The Tribal Council shall meet each month cna 
date and place to be fixed by action of the Tribal Council, and at suA 
other times and places as may be designated by action of J?? 

Tribal Council or by the Chairman. A quorum to transact business shall 

consist of at least four (4) Council members. To be effective, at least 
four (4) Council members shall vote on all motions, resolutions and 
ordinances. The Tribal Council shall keep a complete and accurate record of 
all proceedings, including reports of actions taken at every meeting. 

Ciav-Hnn «?_ Cfath of office. Before entering upon their official duties, all 
of 3? MMM ril and all other tribal 

to the following oath and af fumaticn to be administered by a 

qualified officer: 


"I, 

will 


do solemnly 
Constitution 


swear (or affirm) that I 
of the Native Village of 


support the laws and — — — ... . ... ^ ... 

Tanana and the Constitution of the united States aid will faithi^ly 
discharge the duties of my office according to the best of my 
ability. ” 
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Section s. , EBCftitW B- of a * £g£t Si5 

«£»“ ir^T's^sSve^hiy ^ <^.rgSi“^f^2 

£££, tS^tlSTSuncil, shall autanatically forfeit IU. 
office. . 

S^ ai « , ^fS52S iFi *?*&«£ 

ss^ff ^ ~33i te jt’s^xzsx 

SSS over the * *gg ^^^TbTresolved by the Tnbal 

ZSSZtt££& ocurcil shall be final- 

section 8. EBESll- *V f 

Sf^nT signed w «t least thirty shalT within thirty 

presented to the ratal an election to ccrwder the 

noi days of receipt of such petiri ccncJucted pursuant to the 

recall^of the named official, ^ ^SS^cfce STfiwr of the 

SSion ordinance. If a y**** ^ 0 SSL may be subjected to 

recall, the official shall J* iS^oourse of his or her term, 
recall proceedings more than once in me otui. 


ARTICLE V. GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 


A meeting of the general menibe ^^ Sdl^uAa meeting at 

that the^h^^^ ***'*2£*?L 
least once a year. A .9®°®^- specifically requesting sucha 

Tribal council open ^ a ^2csr^ the eligiWe voters. ^ 

a? ssy. ■£ r-sSSasssa ssss 

ms, sss -rsrs-. — - 


ARTIC1E VI. EXECTICNS 


Tribal On»*ydl shall set the fust 
Section 1. r^neral Elections. The . ^ ^ village, and shall 

ST* ta J2 <« SSST- such meetings, posted in a pjblic 

Sedtian 2. piyrial ^ ^ ’ 1 ?S^1 °SSril ^ aT^rtSSise 

£2^. £^5 STS-ii- — - - — 
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electicrs is provided by posting in a public place. The Tribal Council 
shall call a special election no later than thirty (30) days after a Tribal 
Coun ci l vacancy occurs for the purpose of filling such vacancy. 


Section 3. Voter Qualifications . Any member of the Tribe ^eighteen (18) 
years of age or older, shall have the right to vote in all tribal elections, 
provided that he or she has been living in the Village for at least six 
norths directly preceding the election. 


Section 4. T^<*rHnn ordinance . The Tribal Council shall adept an ordinance 
establishing rules and procedures to govern all aspects of voter 
registration, elections, and election protests. 


ARTICLE VII. POWERS OF THE TRIBAL OCUNCIL 


Section 1. Powers . The Tribal Council shall exercise the following powers 

by appropriate notion, resolution or ordinance, subject to any limitations 

iaposed by the Constitution or applicable laws of the united States: 

a. To negotiate with Federal, State, local governments and others on 
beh alf of the Tribe and to advise and consult with the 
representatives of the Department of the Interior on all activities 
which may affect the Tribe. 

b. To pt ruinhfl and protect the health, e d u c at ion and general welfare of 
the members of the Tribe, and to administer charity and s uch other 
services as may contribute to the social and economic development of 
the Village and its members. 

c. To levy taxes or license fees. 

d. TO regulate the internal procedures of the Tribal Council. 

e . TO encourage, guard and foster traditional cultural practices of the 
Tanana Native people, including the arts, crafts, religion, language 
and nett-ms of the Native people of Tanana. 

f To authorize or direct subordinate boards, ccnmittees or t r ib al 

officials, to administer the affairs of the Tribe and to carry out 
the directives of the Tribal Council. 

q. TO manage, lease, exchange, acquire, or otherwise deal with trdaal 
property, and to protect and preserve tribal property and toe 
wildlife and natural resources within those areas under the 
jurisdiction of the Tribe. 

h. TO arhni ni .<=rt-<*y any funds within the control of the Tribe. 
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1 . 


m. 


lto engage in tribal economic development enterprises for the benefit 
of tribal members. 

To provide for the maintenance of law and order ^ 

administration of justice, including through the establishment of 
a pp ropriate Trib al ocurts. 

To safeguard and promote the peace, safety, morals, physical and 
general welfare of members of the Tribe. 

TO employ legal counsel, provided that the exercise of this power 
shall be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, so 
long as required by Feder a l law. 

To prescribe the rules and procedures necessary to give effect to any 
provision of this Constitution. 


2 . 


Section 
Tribal Council 
may be 

r 


Powers. All rights and powers not delegated to the 
: , « ^ • — -l-rt rtfVTnle and 


ran HnweTS . ixyiiuo cu*-* ^ — 

in this Amended Constitution are reserved to the pecple and 
^ exercised by the members of the Tribe through the adoption of 
iments to this Amended Constitution. 


& 1 Apmwi Penort. The Tribal Council shall make an annual report of 

i^5I^ a budget report, to the general membership at the 

annual general membership meeting* 

Section 4. actions of t he Tribal Cornell. All ordinances, res^utiom and 
Sions shall be acted upon by the Sbal Co unci l by a roll call vote in 
public, and the vote of each member shall be recorded. 

crrH-inn r . Ordinances. An ordinance shall take effect only after being 
Stir in a public place for thirty (30) days after ^ts adoption bythe 
Tribal Council. All enacted ordinances shall be made available for publi 
inspection at the Tribal Office. 

ARTICLE VIII. AMENEMENES TO THE CONSTITUTION 

ttis Amended Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of 1 
iSSrs^Tthe Tribe at an election called by, the Secretary ? 
in which at least 30 percent of the qualified take p art . The 

Secretary shall call such an election on a proposed co^it^onalam^i^erj 
recast of 5 of the 7 Tribal Council members or upon petition of 
thirty 6 percent of all members of the Tribe eighteen (18) years of age or 

older. 


v 


5 



( 


ARTICLE IX. PTTI, OF BIGHTS 

Section l. The Tribe shall ncrt make or enforce any law prohibiting the free 
ex ex cise of religion, or abridging the freedo m of speech , or of the press, 
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition for a 
redress of grievances. 

Section 2. The Tribe shall not violate the right of the people to be secure 
in their perscre, houses, papers, and effects against unr eason able search 
and seizures, nor issue warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched and the 
person or thing to be seized. 

Section 3. The Tribe shall not subject any person for the same offense to 
be twice put in jeopardy. 

Section 4. The Tribe shall not compel any person in any criminal case to be 
a witness against himself. 

Section 5. The Tribe shall not take any private property for a public use 
without just compensation. 

jection 6. The Tribe shall not deny to any person in a criminal proceeding 
the right to a s peedy and public trial, to be informed of the nature and 
of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against ham, to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and at his own 
e xpen se to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

Section 7. The Tribe shall not require excessive bail, impose excessive 
fine, inflict cruel curd unusual punishments, and in no eve nt im pose for 
conviction of any one offense any penalty or punishment greater that 
imprisonment for a term of twelve (12) months or a fine of $5,000.00 or 
both. 

Section 8. The Tribe shall not deny to any person within its jurisdiction 
the protection of its laws or deprive any person of liberty or 

property without due process of law. 

Section 9. The Tribe shall not pass any bill of attai n d er or ex post facto 
law. 

Sec t ion 10. The Tribe shall not deny to any person accused of an offense 
punishable by imprisonment to the right, upon request, to a trial by jury of 
not less than six persons. 


( 
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ARTICLE x. ADOPTION 


of the Native Villga , « mterior or his avthoriMd r^r=~ jtoU ^ 

i£M?s sssa- ^ t “ 


jUrXCLE XI. SAVINGS AND SEVERABIUTi 


^ • 

SauSSlh In full *»» “™. and in the went 

not inconsistent 

AP ^ £14^4* 


far sr fuii 

with ®w SfpiwiSons of this constitution 

of w 'iSlict with this constitution, the prov 


Ui. — 

shall control. ««T^bie and should 

^00 2 .. *» s-gaas: sr^gSa^tssss 

J^SfJSwSto of this constitution. 


c 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 



Pursuant to * Secretarial election authored by tho Oaputy to the Assistant 
Secretary - Indian Affairs (Tribal Services) on May 8, 1989. the attached 
revised Constitution of the Native Village of Tanana. Alaska was subultted to 
the qualified voters of the tribe and on June 13, 1989. was duly (adopt- 

ad) (restated) by a vote of _J8 for and _i aqalnst and _J cast 

ballots found spoiled or mutilated In an election in which at least thirty 
(30) percent of the no . """hers entitled to vote, cast their ballot In 
accordance with Section 16 of the Indian Aeorqanltatlon Act of June 18. 1934 
(48 Stat. 984). as .handed by the Act of June 15. 1935 (49 Stat. 378). the Act 
of May 1. 1936 (49 Stat. 1850). and the Act of November 1. 1988 (102 Stat. 




ORIGINAL 



CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL 


I, Hazel E. Elb e r t/ Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
(Tribal Services) , by virtue of the authority granted to the Secretary 
of the Interior by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) , as amended, 
and delegated to me by 230 CM 2.4, do hereby approve the Constitution 
of the Native Village of Tanana, Alaska. It is effective as of this 
date; Provided, that nothing in this document shall be construed as 
authorizing any action u nder this document that would be contrary to 
Federal law. 

C. — 

Deputy to the Assistant Secretary - 
I n dia n Affairs (Tribal Services) 


Washington, D.C. 



